Glaucoma--a clinicolegal review.
Glaucoma is a leading cause of professional liability claims involving eye care practitioners. Reasons for litigation include the severe loss of vision that can result if the disease goes undetected and the variety of legal theories-breach of informed consent, negligence, and product liability-under which a practitioner may be held liable. Leading cases and claims are reviewed to describe the variety of clinical situations in which glaucoma-related lawsuits have been successfully alleged. Eye care practitioners are most likely to be charged with failure to diagnose open-angle glaucoma, but failure to warn patients of suspicious findings and adverse effects of antiglaucoma medications are also significant causes of liability claims.